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more rarely and, if you fall, to arise more quickly." If you are a Catholic, 
it can make you a good one: if you are a good one already, it can make 
you @ saint. 
This leaflet is meant merely as an introduction to the spirit of the Third 
rder. For further information call on or write to: 


| Fr, Matthey; Popp, O. F. M. 
501 Fehr Ave. Louisville 2, Ky. 


id nee ee , ST, ANTHONY GUILD FRESE 
oe ith ecclesiastical permission PATERSON, He J 


WHAT THE THIRD ORDER OF 
ST. FRANCIS CAN DO FOR YOU 


) HIS leaflet is about the Third Order of St. Francis, an in- 
stitution whose history covers seven centuries, whose enroll- 
_ ment is over four millions and whose members belong to 
avery nation and level of society. The writings dealing with 
it are practically innumerable; one survey of its activities for 
a period of only ten years, and covering only the United States, 
runs to well over eight hundred pages. This present leaflet, there- 
fore, can do litle more than inspire its readers to seek further en- 
lightenment on the nature of the Third Order of St. Francis — and 
in fact it will have filled its purpose if it does just that. The de- 
sired information will be given or sent to anyone applying to the 
address printed on the last page. 





FOUNDER OF THE THIRD ORDER 


When St. Francis of Assisi founded the Third Order, in 1271, 
he did so to meet a popular demand. 

He had already founded the First Order (for men}, which today 
numbers more than 44,000 priests and brothers who devote them- 
selves to serving God and man in all the fields of the Church's en- 
deavor. He had likewise established the Second Order (for women), 
which now numbers almost 14,000; its members, called Poor Clares, 
live cloistered lives and devote themselves to prayers and penances 
for the glory of God and the salvation of men. 

Now although in the time of St. Francis, the number of Fran- 
ciscans and Poor Clares was of course not so great as this, yet the 
sanctity of their lives and their devotion to the service of man's 
bodily and spiritual needs so attracted all who observed them that 
many people living "in the world," as the phrase goes, wanted to 
live similar lives. This was manifestly impossible; the members of 
the First and Second Orders lived in communities subject in every 
detail to superiors: they were forbidden by their vow of poverty to 
own any property whatever, and by their vow of chastity to marry. 
Yet the people out in the world, married and single, who saw them 
wanted to live like them. 





St. Francis solved the problem by establishing his Third Order—a real 
Order, not just a league, society or contraternity — which Catholics, married 
or single, could join. In it they could become in their own states of life as 
true followers of the Saint as were the members of the First and Second 
Orders in theirs. 

Naturally, marriage was not forbidden them, nor property, nor did they 
live in communities. Their ordinary living routine continued, but something 
new had been added to their lives. They had been officially admitted into 
the Franciscan Family. 


TRUE RELIGIOUS IN THE WORLD 


And this was new indeed! Members of a Religious Order, they yet con- 
tinued their way of life in the world as fathers, mothers, sweethearts, brides, 
bridegrooms, single people. On the other hand, membership in the Fran- 
ciscan Family was not a thing of name or official status only. No, it was a 
living bond which united them truly and spiritually with every member of the 
First and Second Orders. And this real, actual unity was rich in profits for 
the members of the Third Order, for they shared in every Mass that the 
priests of the First Order offered; in the seven-times-daily-recited Divine 
Office of every priest, brother and Poor Clare; and in all the good works 
of all the members of all three Orders. Thus, belonging to the Third Order 
was like being able to draw on a virtually inexhaustible spiritual bank account. 


Men and women embraced this Third Order of St. Francis in thousands 
and scores of thousands. Popes and Kings, teachers and writers, workers 
from the fields and factories, alike became its members throughout the 
world, Because it helped them spiritually, it brought justice into society, 
equity into business, virtue into the home. It formed saints. 


THE OBLIGATIONS ATTACHED TO 
BEING A TERTIARY ARE LIGHT 


What did— and does — the individual have to do 
to become a member of the Third Order? And what 
does the member have to do to share each day in per- 
haps 30,000 Masses said by his Franciscan brothers who 











are priests? in the benefit of the Divine Office recited by 58,000 priests, 
brothers and sisters? in the sacrifices, penance and good works of well over 
4.000,000 members of the Three Orders? 

The Rule of the Third Order lays down in three short chapters the answers 
to these questions. And it is to be remembered that the Rule obliges as a 
counsel, and not under pain of sin. If a member does not comply with the 
regulations, he does not thereby commit a sin. If, for instance, on a given 
day a member omits the specitied prayers, he merely deprives himself of 
his share in the Masses and sacrifices and offices and prayers and good 
works performed on that day by all the priests, brothers and sisters of the 
First and Second Orders. And surely that is punishment enough! 


THE RULE OF THE THIRD ORDER 


The first chapter of the Rule limits membership to loyal Catholics who 
have completed their fourteenth year; provides for the reception of married 
women; prescribes wearing of the scapular and cord; and decrees for the 
reception, novitiate and profession of Tertiaries. The second chapter pre- 
scribes moderation in living; decency in one's mode of life; the virtues of tem- 
perance and thanksgiving; fasts on the Vigils of the Feasts of the Immaculate 
Conception and St. Francis: monthly Contession and Communion; daily 
recitation of twelve Our Fathers, Hail Marys and ‘Glorys, or of the Little 
Office of the Blessed Virgin, for those who do not say the Divine Office; 
the timely making of one's will; good example and zeal in the Christian 
apostolate; the virtue of charity and the spirit of peace; refraining from 
indecent language, vulgar jokes or unnecessary oaths; attendance at aaily 
Mass if possible, and at the monthly meetings; maintenance of a common 
fund for the benefit of the members and of good causes; the visiting of the 
sick Tertiaries, and praying for those departed. The third chapter provides 
for the conferring of offices, visitation, the admonishing ot disobedient 
Tertiaries, and dispensations from the Rule. It points out that violations of 
the Rule are not sinful unless they are also violations of the Command- 
ments of God or of the Church. 


FURTHER INFORMATION 


What, then, can the Third Order do for you per- 
sonally? It can make you a member of the largest spiritual 
family within the bosom of the Catholic Church. It can 
enable you to dip into the treasury of vast merits when 
you suddenly need grace or patience or spiritual en- 
durance. It can, as has been said, “enable you to fall 





